CHAPTER   VII.

EVOLUTION OF THE MESSIAH AND  OF THE
MESSIANIC KINGDOM,

TN a former chapter I pointed out that what I have called
the Ideal or Supernatural element in all religions, the
element to which in Judaism all that pertains to a Resurrection
and a Future life, to a Messiah and a Kingdom of Grod belongs;
is never a, pale, cold, philosophical abstraction, but is always a
warm concrete reality, palpitating with life, instinct with hope,
fear, aspiration, and passion, and suited to every variety and
grade of temperament and genius, of taste, culture, and
refinement. And we may go farther and say that in no part of
Religion is the correspondence between the Supernatural and
the Natural, the things of Heaven and the things of Earth,
more intimate and exact than it is between our longings, hopes,
ambitions, and aspirations in the present world, and the nature
of the Heaven we shall construct for ourselves in the next.
So close indeed is it, that from a knowledge of the former the
latter can with a very great degree of certainty be forecast.
And as it is with other religions so it is with Judaism, Not
the Valhalla of the Norsemen with its heroes drinking mead
out of the skulls of the enemy they have slain in battle, not the
Paradise of the Mahommedan Arab with its beautiful houris,
its smiling oases, its luxurious couches, and its gleaming